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IF YOU ARE CURRENTLY A SUBSCRIBER TO COMPUTER WORLD, 
or if you receive duplicate copies of this letter, we would 
appreciate your passing this along to an interested colleague. 

While we make every effort to check our lists for duplication, 
it is not possible to check each prospect list used on an 
individual basis. 


Thank you. 



Margaret Phelan 
Circulation Manager 



and projection on the "Decade of the User.' 


Year of Crisis 


Cutbacks Hurt Most 


By Edward J. Bride 

CW Staff Writer 

The year of the C’s: cutbacks, 
computer announcements, con¬ 
sumerism, crises. The year has 
come and gone, leaving com¬ 
puter users and other segments 
of society in a recession, but 
with a. bevy of new computers to 
help stimulate the economy for 
the coming year. 

Financial cutbacks had the ma¬ 
jor influence on the computer 
community last -year, as users 
were forced to postpone equip¬ 
ment acquisition, software devel¬ 
opment, and even feasibility 
studies. 

Corporate structures, where 
many of the DP centers are 
slotted, were the first targets. 

Travel, expansion, and confer¬ 
ence exhibit budgets were 
slashed. Few were untouched, 
and there is no really positive 
indication that 1971 will break 
from the present plateau. 

Some users cut back on their 
staff, and manufacturers cut 
back on production workers be¬ 
cause of decreased backlogs. 

All the major manufacturers 
had major announcements, re¬ 
sulting in the biggest hardware 
year since 1965. “Keeping sales¬ 
men busy” was offered as a 
secondary motive for the an¬ 
nouncements, and the new com¬ 
puters are expected to provide 


much-needed sales activity. 

Some users and consultants are 
calling the current breed the 
“next” (fourth?) generation. 
The makers more modestly refer 
to their new products as “evolu¬ 
tionary” rather than “revolu¬ 
tionary” and all manufacturers 
emphasized, in one way or 
(Continued on Page 4) 


Revenue Service computer tapes 
containing thousands of tax rec¬ 
ords were erased by airport radar 
last spring, and some of the data 
has not been restored yet. 

The then brand-new computer 
center here is “within a couple 
hundred yards” of a radar in¬ 
stallation, according to a tax 
official, and a consultant has 
revealed that inadequate ground¬ 
ing of metal shielding was the 
cause of the wipeout. 

Information is still sketchy at 
best, since . IRS officials con¬ 
tacted by CW would not discuss 
the matter, other than denying 
knowledge of its occurrence and 
promising to “look into it.” 

But the consultant who as¬ 
sisted the tax agency in revealing 
the problem said the IRS re- 


also stated “hard copy” original 
returns and documentation from 
previous years had been put 
onto computer tapes for com¬ 
parisons, and that this informa¬ 
tion, too, was lost. 

Hoffart is director of electro¬ 
magnetic compatibility research 
for Topaz Electronics, of San 
Diego, but was a consulting en¬ 
gineer for General Electric when 
the tax record wipeout occurred. 

‘Spurious Energy’ 

He said that if the center had 
had effective grounding, the 
“spurious energy” from the air¬ 
port radar would not have af¬ 
fected the computer tapes. 

Another consultant told CW 
that computer centers in “high 


Canada Builds Debtor Data Bank 


By a CW Staff Writer 

TORONTO, Ont. - A debtor’s data bank is being 
assembled under the auspices of the provincial 
Department of Justice and,, when completed in 
three years, it will provide information to anyone 
who wants it, for $2 per search. 

Government officials said there had been some 
objection to the system, but attributed problems 
to “misunderstanding” of the essence of the data 
b^nk. A spokesman for the Ontario Government 
said there would be no~“c'redit” information in the 
data bank, which will be restricted to the fol¬ 
lowing three items: 

• Sales contracts of $300 or more. 

• ‘Chattel mortgages (using belongings, rather 
than property as collateral). 

• The assignment of book debts by companies. 

Most automobile loans will be included in the 

data bank, under the second category. 

Forty-eight county and district files will be 
converted onto the Personal Property Security 
Registration System, which will keep track of 
about 800,000 loans, or $2.4 billion annually. 

Under the system, a person seeking information 
will be assigned an account number with the 
government, and will use the account number in 


calling the Justice Department. A preliminary 
figure of $2 per lookup has been set, and the 
person holding the account number would be 
billed after the searches have been implemented. 
The government claims it will “discourage” 
inquiries which are obviously “frivolous,” but did 
not offer any definition of security precautions 
against the “nosy neighbor.”An official did in¬ 
dicate the computer system would be set up to 
“discourage” such inquiries. 

The law authorizing the data bank provides for 
legal judgment and damages to be awarded i f 
creditor should fail to have a settled debt rer' 
from the data bank. 

There are no provisions for a debtor' 
any information, however, and h r 
$2, just like anyone else, if he v 
a government official stated 
When a searcher calls O' 
account number, and 
the file of the sub’ 
off the inform' 
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grounded shielding. 

Hoffart criticized grounding 
regulations of the Army Corps 
of Engineers, which permit al¬ 
uminum conductors for ground¬ 
ing. Low-conductivity aluminum 
allows more “noise” on a circuit, 
he claimed. 

The Army Engineers also re¬ 
quire only one ground for com¬ 
puter center, according to Hof¬ 
fart, and this ground is at the 
entrance of the power to the 
building. 

Hoffart noted that at the Aus¬ 
tin, Texas, IRS center, the com¬ 
puter is removed by about 500 
feet of cable from the ground, 
the processor is “sitting up in 
the air,” making the computer a 
transmitter at certain wave 
lengths. 

He said such a construction 
could make the computer a re¬ 
ceiver, too. 

He said inadequate shielding, 
or ineffective grounding of prop¬ 
er shielding, can compromise the 
security of data being processed, 
and receiving equ* 'nt iioyld 
eavesdrop on p^ 
or other sen 0 " 
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'Suspected Companies’ on Crime Commission Lists 


By P.L. Carney 

Special to Computerworld 

On Nov. 6, 1969, the Chicago Crime Commiksion 
stated in its “Spotlight on Legitimate Businesses an^I the 
Hoods,” “We recognize the right of a person to choose 
his associates, v but when a business opens its doors tj) the 
public, it must accept the corollary right of the public to 
know with whom it is doing business. 

“When a business open to the public is ownejd or 
operated by known members of the crime syndicate, 
keeps among its officers, directors, and employees 
persons who have a direct relationship with the syndi¬ 
cate, or countenances open meetings of hoodlums on its 
premises, then we believe that the consumer is entitled 
to know these facts.” 

The Spotlight then names 72 businesses in the immed¬ 


iate Chicago area which are owned or directed by known 
syndicate-affiliated persons. 

These businesses include the expected restaurants, bars, 
and nightclubs, but, surprisingly enough, also include 


Spotlight on Mafia DP 

automobile sales agencies, insurance agencies, insurance 
companies, finance companies, construction firms, and 
building maintenance firms. 

While none of the 72 named are known to have a 
computer, seven — just a fraction less than 1 Q'Z — are 
known to use service bureaus. 

While these are the known syndicate-affiliated com¬ 
panies — based upon the records of the corporate direc¬ 
tory of the Illinois secretary of state which lists the 


officers of the corporations whose names are then 
matched against arrest and conviction records. — there 
are those companies known to the crime commission 
and the police departments of cities around the country 
as “suspected of being affiliated/infiltrated by syndi¬ 
cate-connected persons.” 

Corporate records do not indicate ownership or dir¬ 
ectorship by syndicate members, but officers and exec¬ 
utives of those companies have been known to, “at 
times,” associate with known criminals. 

In the Chicago area alone, two of those “suspected' 
companies” have computers. One has an IBM 1401, the 
other a 360/30 system. 

It’s reported that in the New Jersey area there are two 
CDC computers which allegedly were in the hands of the 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Year-End Review Issue 

This is Computerworld's special combined year-end 
review issue dated Dec. 30 and Jan. 6. The-next issue 
will be dated Jan. 13 and should reach subscribers Jan. 

ii. 

The Year-End Supplement: Review and Forecast fol¬ 
lows Page 10a of this combined issue and includes the 
Top 10 stories of 1970, articles on the computer users' 
adolescence, the concern for social issues, a hardware 


Radar Wipes Out IRS Tapes; 
Consultant Cites Poor Ground 

By Edward J. Bride licence was due to the fact that ambient areas,” those near radio 

cw staff writer there were no duplicate files on transmitters, for example, could 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Several, some of the 1969 returns in- experience similar difficulties, 
perhaps hundreds of Internal volved. especially without adequately 
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... the enclosed subscription card to us. 


We’ll send you 
Computerworld every week. 


And a free copy 
of our new 

Data Processing Salary Report. 

We're offering this report to new subscribers for free, but for nothing. We want you to subscribe 
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And we know that you’ll find “Data Processing Salary Report - Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow’’ - a 
valuable bonus offer. 

Here's what you get from it when you get Computerworld: 

• Salary levels by job responsibility, size of installation, and company location. 

• Equipment and personnel budgets. 

• DP use - in-house and outside. 

• Changes over 1969, 1970, and 1971 in salary, personnel, and equipment requirements. 

• And many more facts compiled from an in-depth, industry-wide survey conducted by 

Computerworld' s Market Research Department. 

And here’s how Computerworld reports to you each week: 

• News - Major events and stories of interest to all computer users. 

• Editorial/Viewpoint — Computerworld and user opinions on controversial issues. 

• Systems/Peripherals - Analyses and costs of new products and accessories. 

• Communications — Activities of suppliers, regulatory agencies and users. 

• Education/Training - New computer usage in institutions and methods of training. 

• Soceities/User Groups — All phases of activities in professional soceities and user groups. 

• Application^ — Detail stories of new or unusual computer applications. 

• Computer Industry - A special section devoted to the companies and people who make or supply 

computers, OEM products and services. 

• Financial — Acquisitions, mergers and financial status of the industry and companies, including a 

stock trading summary and index. 


In the fast-moving computer industry, you need to keep pace with all the news. The week it happens. 
And that’s what Computerworld is for. 

To provide you, each and every business week, with up-to-date, important computer industry 
reporting. All for only 17.3 cents per issue with a one-year subscription. 

We want you to get all the news when it happens. Not when it happens to get to you. 

We want you to subscribe to Computerworld, the only Newsweekly for the Computer Community. 
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PLEASE CIRCLE ONE NUMBER 
FROM EACH COLUMN 


YOUR INDUSTRY 

01 Mining/Construction 
02 Manufacturing (com¬ 
puter or data system) 
03 Manufacturing (other) 
04 Utility/Transportation 
05 Wholesale/Retail 
06 Finance/Insurance 
07 Consultants/ 

DP Services 
08 Business Services 
(except DP) 

09 Education/Medical/ 
Legal 

10 Government/Military 

12 Communications/ 
Printing/Publishing 

13 Other: _ 


YOUR TITLE 
OR FUNCTION 

01 Operational 
Management 
(nonengineering) 
02 Computer Pro¬ 
fessional Staff 
03 Corporate 
Officer 

04 Engineering 
Management 
05 Engineering/ 
Scientific/R&D 
06 Production/ 
Maintenance 
07 Sales/Marketing 
08 Librarian/ 
Educator 

09 Other:_ 
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COMPUTERWORLD 


WE 7 RE NOT GIVING AWAY OUR FREE DATA PROCESSING SALARY REPORT FOR NOTHING. 
WE WANT YOU TO SUBSCRIBE TO COMPUTERWORLD. 


We 7 re offering this report to new subscribers for free. And we know 
that you’ll find f, Data Processing Salary Report - Yesterday, Today, 
Tomorrow" a valuable source of factual information to support your 
management decisions and responsibilities. 

This new and comprehensive report was prepared by our market research 
department from a series of in-depth questionnaires sent to a broad range 

- ef-~eemputer us e rs . -Irr- thi s r e p o rt - you ^H^ f ind > * .-— —--- B 

••• Salary levels by job responsibility , ...DP usage — in house and 

size of installation , and company outside 

location 


••• Equipment and personnel budgets 

And, every week — for Computerworld 
will receive... 

• • *iL news briefing on key 
developments in computer 
application techniques 


••- Changes over 1969-1970 in 
salary , personnel , and 
equipment requirements 

is a weekly publication — you 
... in-depth product evaluations 
••» complete new product evaluations 


THE NEWSWEEKLY FOR THE COMPUTER COMMUNITY 


'Suspected Companies’ on Crime Commission Lists 




••» industry-wide trend reports 

... complete business and financial 
coverage of the industry 

...a weekly stock trading summary and index — 
plus dozens of other articles, reports, and 
notes! 

When you read your weekly copy of 
Computerworld — at only 17.3 cents a copy — 
you will discover that it is the best invest¬ 
ment in yourself that you have ever made 7 . 

In the fast-moving computer industry, you 
need to keep pace with all the news. And 
that’s what Computerworld is for. To pro¬ 
vide you with all the news as it happens... 
not when it happens to get to you. 

Subscribe today! Complete and mail the 
enclosed order card — receive your free copy 
of D at:a Processing Salary Report and your first 
issue of Computerworld! 

Cordially, 

W. Walter Boyd 

Publication Manager 
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